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THE  r.eceiTs  ry  meafures  being  taken  a^- 
court,  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  fecoiid  ex- 
pedition, the  great  Columbus  departeil  for 
Seville,  where  he  exerted  liimfelf  with  Rich 
dlUgence,  that  in  a  little  thiie  feveriteen  vef- 
fels  nf  dhlerent  lizes  were  ready  to  fail,  well 
(tore  ■  with  provifions  and  oiher  necefTaries^ 
for  tiie  improvement  of  the  Indian  colonies- 
Many  handicraftfmen  and  labourers  we  re  en* 
gaged  for  this  fervice,  while  the  t^irfl  of 

gold, 
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gold,  and  the  fueeefs  of  the  firft  ad  venturers  ^ 
drew  together  fiich  a  fwarm  of  volunteers* 
that  he  found  it  abfolutely  necefiary  to  rejedt 
a  great  number,  until  anotlier  opportunity 
/hould  offer,  and  for  the  prefent  reflrid  him- 
felf  to  fifteen  hundred  perfons  of  all  forts 
who  actually  embarked  on  this  undertaking. 

Having  taken  on  board  fome  horfes,  afTes, 
and  other  animals,  which  were  afterwards 
of  great  ufe  in  the  plantations,  and  being 
well  furniflied  with  all  forts  of  ntenfils  and 
commodities  for  trade,  the  admiral  failed 
from  the  road  of  Cadiz,  on  the  25  th  of  Sep- 
tember I493>  in  tlie  morning,  and  flood 
foiith-wefl  for  the  Canar)'  Iflands,  where  he 
intended  to  take  in  fome  refrefliment.  On 
the  ;^8tb,  being  loo  leagues  from  Spain> 
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they  faw  abundance  of  land-fowl,  fuch  as 
turtle-doves  and  other  fmall  birds,  pafling  ^ 
from  the  Azores  to  winter  in  Africa.  On 
Wedncfday  Oftober  2d,  he  anchored  at 
Gran  Canaria,  and  at  midnight  failed  again 
for  Gomara,  where  he  arrived  on  the  5th 
day  of  October,  and  gave  orders  for  fup«» 
plying  the  fliips  with  all  pollible  difpatch. 

His  dire^lions  being  followed,  he,  on  the 
yth  of  Oaober,  look  his  departure  for  the 
Indies,  after  having  delivered  fealed  orders 
to  every  fli'p,  not  to  be  opened  unlefs  thej 
fhould  be  feparated  from  him  by  ftrefs  of 
weather.  They  ran  400  leagues  weft  of 
Gomara  with  a  profperous  gale,  and  were 
furprifed  they  did  uot  meet  with  any  of 
thofe  weeds  which  they  had  in  their  £rft 

voyage 
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voyage  feeli  before  they  bad  made  much  ' 
more  than  half  that  way.  On  Saturday.  ; 
the  2^tb,  at  night,  the  feamen  perceived  . 
upon  t^ie  round  "top,  thofe  lights  which  they 
call  the  boi^y  of  S|:.  Elmo,  to  whom  they  ♦ 
fmg,  litanies  and  prayers,  in  full  confidence 
tliat  no  danger  will  enfue,  let  the  florm  be  ^ 
never  fo  violent. 

On  Saturday  the  2d  of  November,  in 
the  evening,  the  admiral  perceived  a  great 
alteration  in  the  winds  and  fky,  that  pDured 
down  a  deluge  of  rain,  concluded  he  was 
near  fome  land ;  and  almoft  all  the  fails 
being  taken  in,  ordered  the  crew  to  keep  a  ~ 
fliarp  look-out.  This  was  far  from  being 
a  groundlefs  precaution  ;  for,  as  foon  as 
day  began  to  bres^k,  they  defcfied,  about 
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ff  Veil  laagues  to  the  weflward,  a  high  moun" 
tairioiis  iflanci,  which  the  admiral  named 
Dominica,  becaufe  it  was  difcovered  on 
Sunday  morning.  Much  about  the  fame 
time,  they  faw  three  other  iflands  j  and  the 
people  afrembling  o'n  the  poop,  fung  the 
falve  regina,  and  returned  thanks  to  God 
for  thdr  wonderful  fuccefs.  In  having  failed 
near  loo  leagiies  in  the  fpace  of  tv/enty 
days.  There  being  no  convenient  place  fc*r 
anchoring  on  the  eafl  fide  of  Dominica, 
they  flood  over  to  a  iother,  which  the  ai-» 
mira]  called  Marigalante,  after  iii*^  own  Orp 
and  there  landing,  he,  with  the  nfual  fo- 
lemnity,  confirmed  the  podeflion  he  had 
formerly  taken  of  all  the  iflands  and  co'iti 
nent  of  the  Weft-Indies  for  the  king  and 
queen  of  Spain. 

On 
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On  Monday  November  4th,  he  failed 
from  htr.ce  liCithward  by  anotherf  great 
ifiaiid,  which  he  denominated  St.  Mary  of 
Guadaloupe.    Some  men  being  fent  a-iliore 
in  a  boat,  Wf  nt  up  to  a  fort  of  town,  which 
was  abandoned  by  all  the  inhabitants,  ex- 
cept fome children,  to  whole  r^rms  the  Spa- 
niards  tied  a  few  bavvbles,  in  token  of 
friendfiiip.    They  iaw  geefe  like  thofe  of 
Europe,  abundance  of  very  large  parrots, 
pon  pions,  and  pine  apples  grpwing  wild, 
oftxqiiifite  tafte  and  flavour.    They  like- 
wife  faw  difTerent  kinds  of  flrange  fruits, 
cotton  hammocks^  bows  and  arrows,  and  i 
other  things,  which  they  left  untouched, 
tiiat  the  owmers  might  have  a  better  opinion 
of  their  morals.     Ne^^t  day  the  admiral 

feiit  twoboats  a-ihore,  with  orders  to  take, 
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if  poffible,  fome  of  the  natives,  from  whom 
they  might  obtain  fora^  very  important 
information  ;  and  they  foon  returned  with 
two  young  men,  who  fa  id  they  were  of  ano, 
ther  ifland,  and  taj^en  prifoners  by  the  in. 
habitants  of  Gnaciajoiipe.  The  boats  going 
aflicre  u^mr:  ihr  forae  of  the  people  whom 
they  had  left,  found llx  women  v/ho  had  ilcd 
to  them,  and  defir.d  to  be  curried  onboard  ; 
the/e  the  ad,^":ra:  preKTi^red  wiui  be-.ds  and 
bells,  aiid  di(:iiiiied,  n:::ch  a^-ainrj  the'r  in- 
clinations;  and  tiKty  vvere  nofoo.  cr  'aiic-le^^i 
than  the  Caribbees  robbed  them  or  tlieir  or- 
laments,  in  figiit  of  the  ^  :  Th.5 

next  time  the  boats  crew  ujcic-poor 
creatures  leaped  into  the  Lear,  iniploring 
protection  from  the  cruelty  of  th  .  ;  Vrs^ 
who,  they  fignified,  had  eaten  iheir  liin- 

bands 
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lands,  and  kept  themfelves  in  flavery. 
They  were  tlieftlbre  brought  aboard  the 
admiral,  whom'  they  gave  to  nnderftand 
that  there  were  towards  the  Youth  many 
iflands,  and  a  large  continent,  from  ^vhich> 
in  former  times,  canoes  had  come  to  bar- 
ter ;  and  thej  pointed  out  the  fjtuation  o^ 
Hifpaniola  ;  whither  he  would  have  fleered 
without  delav,  had  he  not  been  informecf* 
that  one  Mark  a  captain  had,  without  his 
leave  gone  a-fliore  before  day,  witli  eiglit 
men,  and  was  not  yet  returned  ;  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  Co  ftay  and  iend  people  in  quefl: 
f>f  him,  with  trumpets  and  mnfkets,  the 
noife  of  which  might  be  heard  through  the 
woods,  that  were  almofi:  impaffible.  How 
ever,  this  fearch  proving  fruitkfs,  he  fent 
another  detachment  of  forty  men,  under 

captaiM 
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taptain  Hcieda,  with  orders  to  range 
through  thecoiiiitry,  and  make  obfcrvatioriS 
OH  its  produaions.  They  found  rnaflick, 
aloes,  faiiders,  ginger,  fmnkinccnfe,  fome 
trees  that  refembled  cinnamon  in  taftc  and 
fmell,  and  abundance  of  cotton. 

While  they  were  employed  in  this  excur- 
flon,  the  flragglcrs  returned  to  their  fhip, 
and  faid,  they  had  been  bewildered  in  the 
woods  ;  but  the  admiralpuuifhed  their  pre- 
fumption,  by  ordering  the  captain  to  be  put 
in  irons,  and  the  reft  to  be  curtailed  la 
iheir  allowance  of  provifion.  This  exam* 
pie  being  made,  he  himfelf  landed,  and  en- 
tered fome  of  the  Indian  houfes,  where  he 
found  a  great  deal  of  cotton,  fpun  and  un- 
ipun,  together  with  abundance  of  human 
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HiuVs  ?nd  bones  hung  up  in  bsfl^ets :  and  he 
obierved  that  the  natives  here  were  better 
accor^miudated  with  lodging,  necefTarieSy 
and  proviflon,  than  tliofe  of  the  iflands 
which  he  had  vifited  in  hisfirfl  voyage. 

On  Sunday,  Ncvember  lotb,  he  weighed 
anchrr,  and  hikd  with  the  whole  fleet  to* 
wards  I  he  ncrth-w^eft  inqnefl:  of  Hifpanioia,: 
paffed  an  ifland  be  called  Montfcrrratte,  on 
account  of  its  heightj,  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  as  he  learned  from  his  Indians,  had 
teen  totally  devoured  bv  the  Caribbees : 
coafled  along  St.  Mary  Redonda,  fo  named 
from  its  round  figure  ;  failed  by  Antigua, 
and  holding  on  his  courfe  faw,  to  the 
north- well  and  iouth  f  aft,  feveral  other 
high  and  woody  iflaiids,  in  one  of  which, 

intitul 'd 
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intituled  St.  Martin,  he  came  to  an  anchor 
and  when  tbey  weighed,  peices  of  coral 
Avere  found  flicking  upon  the  flukes.  On 
Thurfday,  November  13th,  he  anchored 
again  on  account  of  bad  weather,  at  ano- 
ther ifland,  \\here  he  ordered  fome  Indian^ 
to  be  taken,  that  they  might  inform  him  of 
his  true  fituatlon.    Accorc!Ir>g]y  tour  wo- 
men and  three  children  behig  taken  by  the 
boats  crew,  tbey  put  off  frcm  fl'iore,  and  m 
their  way  to  the  fliip  met  with  a  canoe, 
in  which  were  four  men  and  one  woman, 
who  perceiving  they  could  not  make  their 
efcape,  put  them  Tel  ves  in  a  poflure  of  de- 
fence, and  the  female  ihct  an  arrow  with 
fuch  lorce  and  dexterity,  thar  it  a&ually 
went  through  a  fcrong  target.    But  the 
Spaniarda  endeavouring  to  board  them, 

overfet 
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ovcrfet  the  cance,  fo  that  they  betook  them- 
ftlves  to  hvimming,  and  one  of  them  ufed 
his  bow  in  the  water  as  dexterouily  as  if  he 
had  been  on  dry  land. 

The  admiral  dqiarting  hence,  contii^ued 
his  courlc-wefl:  iiorth-wtil,  kavhig  to  the 
northward  many  iflandi,  the  iargeO-  of 
which  he  called  St.  Urfula,  and  on  the  refl 
he  beflowed  the  appellation  of  the  Eleven 
thoufand  Virgins  ;  then  he  ancliored  in  a 
bay,  on  the  wefb  Ud  ^  of  Vv-har  he  termed  St. 
ohn  Baptiil:,  where  the  men  caught  Ikate, 
pilchards,  and  /had,  to  tiie  eaftward  of  the 
bay  they  viHtcd  fome  well  built  houfes  with 
a  fquare  in  their  front,  from  which  was  a 
fpacious  road  down  to  tlie  fea,  flanked  on 
bgth  fides  with  cane  towers,  the  tops  of 
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which  were  curioufly  interwoven .  v/ith 
boughs  V  and  at  ibe  end  of  it,  next  the  Tea* 
Hood  a  lofty  gallery  or  balcony,  large 
enough  to  hold  ten  or  twelve  perfons. 

On  Friday  i4tb,  be  arrived  in  the  bay 
ofSamana,  on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola 
where  he  fent  on  fbore  one  of  his  Indians 
wiio  was  a  native  of  that  part,  and  now 
being  converted  to  the  chriPoan  faith,  un- 
dertook for  the  fubmiilion  of  all  his  coun- 
trymen ;  from  tlif^ict  contiiiuiug  his  courfe 
for  the  tovv'n  o.  ih;  Nativity,  he  was  at 
cape  Angel  vifited  by  fome  lud  -  ns,  who 
came  aboard  to  barter  5  and  cominp;  to  an 
anchor  in  tlieport  of  Monte  ^  hr  ilo,  fome 
of  his  men  ulfc  ..  td^  iiear  a  river,  two  bo. 
dies  of  men  with  a  rope  mads  of  a  kind  of 

broora 
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broom  about  their  necks,  and  their  arms 
extended  upon  a  peice  of  wood  in  form  of  a 
crofs ;  and  this  circumftance  was  looked 
upon  as  a  bad  omen,  though  it  was  im, 
pollible  to  difcover  whether  they  were  Spa- 
niards or  natives  of  the  country. 

■Next  day  being  the  26th,  a  number  of 
Indians  came  aboard,  with  great  confidence 
and  appearan:e  of  friendfliip,  and  pro- 
nounced feveial  Spaniih  Words  they  had 
learned  horn  the  fettlers,  fo  that  "the  ad* 
miral  waseafed  of  the  apprehenrfons  he'  had 
begun  to  conceive ;  as  lie  could  riot  ima- 
gine they  woald  have  behaved  with  fuch 
freedom  and  uncoriCern,  had  they  been  con- 
fcious  to  themfelves  of  having  injured  the 
Spaniards.    Next  day,  however,  put  an 
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end  to  his  doubts  ;  for,  \^hen  he  anchored 
near  the  town  of  the  Nativity,  Tome  Indians 
came  along  fide  in  a  canoe,  and  enquired  for 
him  by  name,  and  being  fatisfied  that  he 
was  there,  went  on  board  with'  two.fiiafks, 
and  a  compliment  from  the  cacique  Gua- 
canagari.  From  thefe  people  he  had  the 
mortification  to  learn,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  his  fettlers  were  dead,  and  the  reft 
g6ne  to  other  countries  :  and  tho*  he  fuf- 
peded  foul  play,  he  concealed  his  fufpicions 
for  the  prefent,  and  that  fame  night  dif- 
mifTed  the  mefferigers  with  fome  g-^rinents 
of  fattin  and  other  bawbles  for  their 
prince. 

When  he  entered  the  port  of  the  Nativity, 
he  faw  nothing  but  ruin  and  defolation  ; 
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the  town  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and 
not  a  foAil  appeared  upon  the  beach:  and 
when  he  fent  fome  of  his  people  on  lliore  to 
gather  tidings,  they  found  the  bodies  of 
eleven  Spauiards,  who  feemed  to  have  been 
a  month  dead.  "V^'hile  he  ruminated  with 
forrow  andrelentrnent  on  tjiis  unfortunate 
event,  Guacanagari's  brother,  who  came 
down,  attended  by  fome  Indians,  and  told 
him,  that  he  had  fcarce  fct  fail  on  his  re. 
turn  to  Spain,  when  thofe  he  had  left  be- 
hind began  to  quarrel  among  themfelves, 
every  man  endeavouring  to  amafs  as  much 
gold  as  he  could  find  ;  that  Feter  Gutier- 
res  and  Efcovedo  having  killed  one  lago, 
had  with  nine  others  retired  into  the  domi- 
nions of  a  cacique  called  Caunabo,  lord 
Qf  the  mines,  who  put  them  all  to  deaths 

and 
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and  afterwards  came  down  with  a  great 
number  «f  men  to  deftroy  the  town.  At 
that  time,  James  de  Arana  witk  ten  men 
were  left  to  guard  the  fort,  the  reft  having 
difperfedthemfclves  about  the  ifland;  and 
Caimaba,  who  ftole  npon  them  by  night,  - 
fettinghre  to  their  houfes,  they  fled  into 
the  fea,  where  eight  of  them  perifcd,  and 
the  other  three  were  flain  on  llaore,  while  - 
Gu"ca:)agari  hi  nfelf,  who  had  joined  the 
Spuniards,  was  obliged  to  Ry,  after  having 
receivrd  a  dangerous  wound,  by  which  he 
was  thai  confined  to  his  houfe,  fo  that  he 
could  net  wait  upon  the  admiral  according 
to  his  incliratio:!.    This  ftoryexactly  a- 
greeini.  with  tiie  iuteliigencs  he  received 
from  fomt  Sp.iniards,  who  had  b.en  Tent 
up  the  coumry  to  reconnoitre,  and  had 
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actually  feen  Guacanagan  at  his  own  houfc 
the  admiral  paid  him  a  vifit  next  day,  and 
was  received  with  all  the  appearance  of 
cordiality  and  conGern  :  the  cacique  re. 
peated  the  melancholy  tale  with  marks  of 
forrow,  flievved  his  own  wound  and  thofe  of 
his  men,  which  had  been  received  in  de- 
fence of  the  Spaniards  and  appeared  to 
have  been  made  with  Indian  weapons  ; 
and  the  compliments  of  condolance  being 
Paft,  he  prefented  him  with  eight  firings 
offmall  beads  compofed  of  white,  green^ 
and  red  ftones,  a  firing  of  gold  beads,  a 
regal  crown  of  the  fame  metalj  and  three 
mall  calabaflies  fall  of  goUi  duft,  weighing 
about  two  pounds.  In  return  for  thefe 
valuable  prefents,  the  admiral  gave  nim 
toys  to  the  amount  of  three  reals,  o 
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eighteen  pence,  which  he  prized  at  a  very 
high  rate,  fhoiigli  he  was  extremely  ill, 
he  mfifted  on  accompanying  his  gueft  to 
the  fleet  w  here  he  was  couruoufly  enter- 
tained, and  very  mucii  lurprifed  at  the 
fignt  of  fjme  hoi'fes. 

The  admiral  being  difgufled  at  this 
place,  which  had  been  the  fcene  of  fo  many 
difafters  to  him  and  his  people,  failed  to  the 
eaftward  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  Saturday 
D'^cember  7th,  and  next  day  came  to  an 
anchor  among  the  fmall  iflands  of  Monte 
Chrifto,  which  tho'  deUitute  of  trees,  are 
iieverthelefs  pleafant  ;  for  in  that  winter 
feafon  they  a 'bounded  with  fiower:^,  and 
other  prociucdons  of  fummer.  weighing 
.^OW^ver;  be  failed  from  hence;  and  and 

cjiiors* 
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chored  before  an  Indian  town,  where  he  rcJ- 
Solved  to  plant  a  colony. 

With  this  view,  all  the  men  defigned  for 
fettlers,  together  with  prov^ifion  and  proper 
utcnfjls,  were  landed  in  a  plain,  where 
built  a  tower  he  called  Ifabella,  in  honour 
of  the  queen.  This  was  judged  a  very  con- 
venient fpot,  becaufe  it  was  under  a  rock  on 
which  a  fort  might  be  erc&d  ;  the  harbour 
Wa^  very  large,  and  at  the  diflance  of  a 
bow-fhet  ran  a  river  of  delic  te  water,  from 
which  canals  might  be  drawn  through  the 
middle  of  the  town  :  and  beyond  it  lay  an 
exttnfive  open  plain,  from  which,  the  In- 
dians faid,  the  m hits  of  Cebao  were  not 
very  dlftant.  From  the  xith  day  of  De- 
cember the  admiral'  was  eagerly  em^^loyed 

in 
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in  regulating  this  fettlement,  which  being 
tolerably  well  adjufled,  he  fent  Alo  izo 
Hoieda.,  with  fifteen  men,  in  qiieil  o^'the 
gold  mines, ;  *  i  0:1  the  fecoiid  of  F^bru- 
ary  he  d  j'mi  "  .  elve  fh'ps  of  his  fleet  to 
Caftile,  under  commiiid  o'Capt.  An- 
tonio de  Tcurcs.  Hoieda  foon  returned, 
and  gave  the  fbllovvi  ig  accotint  of  his  ex- 
pedition. On  the  fecond  day  hs  lay  at  the 
p?.rs  ofaa  almoft  inacceifi  1^  mountain  ;  at 
thediftanc^  of  every  league  he  (ovmd  a  caci- 
qi-e,  by  whom  hs  was  hofplta'-ly  receivedd 
and  continuing  luijonrney,  arrived  on  th^ 
fixth  day  at  the  min^s  of  G;bao,  where  he 
adually  favv  the  Indians  taki  up  gold  from 
a  fmali  river,  as  they  afterwards  did  from 
many  others  of  the  fame  province.  This 
information  was  extremely  agreeable  to 

the 
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the  admiral  vvbo  was  ju:i  reccveml  from  a 
fitofUlnefs,  occ  iloiicd  by  ?atifi!e  ;  and  on 
Wedw-iii'd}  .\larch  1 2th  he  fet  ont  from  Ifa 
bella  for  Ceboa,  a.teiicV  )  L^*  •»  r  e  people 
who  were  hi  ;  ealt!^  on  foot  and  on  horfe- 
bat?k,  except  a  ilrono  guard  which  he  left 
the  two  fliip^,  and  three:  cai avals,  that 
r-inainrJ  uiidcf  the  command  of  his  bro- 
ther James  Columbus,  This  precaution 
he  took  in  confcquence  cf  a  con fpi racy 
which  he  had  dctei'^ed  on  board,  h  aded  by 
one  Eernarde  dc  Pifa,  v/ho  had  embarked 
frcm  Spain  in  quality  of  comptroller  to 
to  their  catholic  majeflies.  He  took  the 
opportunity  of  the  admiral's  diforder,  to 
, tamper  with  fome  of  the  n:en  who  were 
difap pointed  of  the  geld  which  they  ex- 
fpeded  to  fiiid  wiTnout  the  kaft  trouble, 

and 
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and  dlltatisfied  with  the  regulations  of  their 
new  iettlement :  and  formed  t  iie  defigns  a 
revolting  from  the  admiral  ^nd  feizing  the 
fliips,  in  which  he  pji  po  .' ■  to  rem  n  to 

Spain:  bu;  the  com^  i-^i^ion  hni]^  iifco* 
vcr  d,  Columbus  ir-cured  th-  rhig^eader, 
u-  \  ]\  /houh^  have  an  opj:o;-tunitv  of 
fciidir.g  nhn  »o  uii(!e;ro  his  i.iA  ;  an 4 

hav'ng  tai:?!  >(.r  r.ru.urcs  »br  prevent^ 
ing  iben  a  mvi  ii  v  f  r  tbe  future.  « -imparted 
for  Cebao,  w't'i  rer-rf^rifs  to  bii'id  af^rt: 
in  that  prov^  ,  xcc  i  e  -^cu.  ?ry  of  ibo'e 
who  fhould  br  '.  t  to  -j^ihci  ^.'Jy':  among 
tht:^  Indians.  That  i  c  might  th-  more  in- 
timldate  ard  awe  tliefe  peopte.  he  m  'de  a 
para  dt'  of  nib  men,  \v'^^  n:  bu  cr;.'e:-eJ  to 
march  tiijoagh  their  villugci  in  rank  and 
file,  With  their  arm^  and  acco'jtrcme'its' 

liUiiipet 
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trumpets  founding,  and  colours  flying.  He 
took  hisronte  along  the  river  that  runs  by 
JiaLelia.  crofied  another  not  fb  large,  and 
and  lay  in  a  plkalant  plain,  extending  to 
the  foot  of  a  cragpy  biil  ;  and  ^b'm'n^r  a 
pafs,  which  he  called  Puerto  al- 
gos^  or  of  the  Gentlemen,  becaufc  fom  gen* 
tlemjn  had  gone  before  to  widen  the  r(-ad5 
for  the  Indisns  m\er  make  a  path  thai  will 
allow  above  one  man  to  pafs  at  a  time, 
l^ext  day  he  entered  a  large  plain,  in  wjiich 
he  travelled  five  leagues,  and  fpent  the 
night  near  a  great  river,  which  the  men 
crofTed  on  fioa^ts  and  in  canoes  ;  this  which 
he  named  the  river  of  Canes,  falls  into 
the  fea  at  Monte  Ghrifto.  In  his  march 
he  pa  (Ted  many  Indian  towns,  compofed  of 
round  thatched  houfes,  the  doors  of  which 

were 
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were  fo  fuiall,  tlat  no  perfon  could  enter 
>v')LnMii  ft  oplrg  very  low.  The  iiibabi- 
tniits  Teemed  to  have  every  thing  in  com- 
mon, c-^r.d  }:cd  iiolior  oi'  private  pro- 
pi- rty,  lb"  tlicv  attempted  to  take  from  the 
Sjai  iards  a,.y  i'~;':-r  v  ' 'ch  they  clsanced 
to  like,  a- d  \v\rc-  iurpr  z:cl  at  meeting 
W'lih  a  icpidic.  The  wlx'e  way  was  di- 
verfifi  d  with  nioi-i'iains  i  uvercd  with  wild 
vines,  aloes,  csffia,  a?^d  th.it  tree  which  is 
iaid  to  prodi  ce  ti  e  icammcny. 

On  Friday,  Marcii  i^xh,  the  i:dmiral  fet 
forwards  from  the  river  of  Canes  ;  an(j 
having  proceeded  a  league  and  an  half,  ar** 
rived  at  the  banks  of  another,  which  he 
named  the  river  of  |^,cld,  becaufe  here  they 
gathered  fome  dud  and  graiiu  of  that  meta 

thel 
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He  pa/Ted  th'.s large  body  of  water  with  fome 
difficulty^  on  the  other  fide  of  which  he 
found  a  large  town,  and  all  the  houfes  jfhu^ 
againft  him  by  the  iiihabit?iits,  who  had 
barr'v^  t  -e'r  doors  wiih  canes,  whic'^  they 
look  upc  )  a?;  an  iinpreg  lable  defence*  This 
nig'it  he  lay  on  '  he  bank  f^f  ar.other  fine 
rlv-rr,  which  he  crlled  the  Green  River  1 
and  continuing  his  journey  next  (hy,  pa/Ted 
by  fome  great  towns,  fortified  like  that 
which  we  have  already  mentioned  :  by  this 
time  the  men  began  to  be  tired  -.vith  the  fa- 
tigue of  travelling,  and  he  chole  his  night's 
sodifing  at  the  foot  of  a  ru  jged  mouniaiii 
where  he  denominated  port  Cebao,  becaufe 
here  the  province  of  that  name  begins. 
Frona  hence  he  f^at  back  fome  mnles  to  Ifd- 

for  a  frefla  fuppiv  of  provifion  !  and 

th.fe 
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thefe  being  ret'^,rned,  he  on  the  i6th  day  cf 
March  ertercd  the  provirxfi  of  Cebao, 
whicli  thoiu^h  rough  and  Aony>  y'elds 
plenty  of  grafs,  and  k  watered  by  feveral 
rivers  abounding  with  i^old,  which  wafh- 
ed  down  from  the  nMintai;  s:  bur  in  this 
whole  province,  which  is  as  large  as  Por- 
tugal, thers  are  few  or  no  trees,  except  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  where  fome  pines 
and  palms  are  found. 

This  country  helxig  very  craggy,  and  at 
a  good  di (lance  from  Ifahella,  which  lay 
eighteen  leagues  to  the  n  rthward,  I  t  or- 
dered a  fort  to  be  built  in  a  veiy  firong 
tho'  pleafant  fituation,  to  commrnd  the 
country  about  the  mines,  and  prote<^l  the 
Span  ill",  adventurers  I    Thi?^  which  lie  ca- 

led 
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led  the  caftle  of  St.  Thomas,  was  garri- 
(ovtd  hy  fifty  fix  men,  under  the  comman 
of  Peter  iVtan-^arire,  and  among  the fe  were 
workmen  of  al!  forts,  to  fi-iifli  and  repair 
the  f(>rt,  which  was  built  with  clay  and 
timber,  cf  force  fufnclent  to  witnlland  the 
attempts  of  any  number  of  Indians  who 
m^ght  come  againfl  it. 

Th?  .  dmiral  having  given  proper  direc. 
recllons  touching  the  fupport  ofthis  work 
fet  out  on  iiis  return  for  Ifabelia,  and  was 
met  by  iiumi  crs  of  the  natives  who  came 
to  fell  tkir  pi-ovifions,  which  chiefly  con- 
fifled  of  g  rlick,  and  a  fort  of  bread  }  and 
on  Sunday,  March  29th,  he  arrived  at  his 
new  colony,  where  he  found  melons  already 
fit  to  eat,  tho'  the  feed  had  not  been  above 

tvv© 
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tvvomontjis  in  the  ground.  Cucumbers 
came  to  pe;  feClion  in  twenty  days  ;  and  a 
wild  vine  oi  f  hr  couijty,  being  pruned,  pro« 
duced  large  and  excellent  grapes.  Next 
day,  being  the  30th,  a  peafant  gathered 
ears  of  wheat,  which  he  had  fown  in  ihe 
latter  end  of  January  :  vetches,  improved 
in  the  foil,  produced  a  ripe  crop  in  twenty- 
five  days  after  they  were  fown.  The  flones 
of  fruit  fprouted  out  in  feven  days  ;  the 
vine  branches  put  forth  in  the  lame  time, 
yielding  green  grapes  in  five  and  twenty 
days,  and  fugar  canes  budded  in  the  like 
fpace.-  So  that  the  admiral  was  perfectly 
well  pleafed  with  the  climate,  ihc  foil,  and 
and  the  water,  which  was  extremely  pure, 
cool,  wholefom?,  and  palatable. 

On 
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On  Tuefday,  April  ill,  a  me/Tenger 
arrived  from  St.  Thomas,  with  irtciiigence 
that  the  cacique  Caunabo  w^^s  em:  lyetl 
in  making  preparatioiis  ibr  attackirg  the 
fort  :  an  ^  the'  Columbus  paid  but  Ijttle  re- 
gard ij  tPi?  report .  becaufe  he  ki  cw  how 
litti  :i\c  ati  es  were  to  be  feared,  ef- 
pec  tally  as  they  were  fo  much  territitd  by 
the  tiorfes,  that  they  daril  not  venture  td 
appro3C!i  thofe  animals;  nevcrtiieltfs,  as 
he  intended  to  go  to  ftra  with  his  t;  ree 
caravais,  in  order  to  difcover  the  conti* 
heat  ^  le  refolved  to  leave  every  thing 
q  :iet  beliind  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  lent 
a  reliiforceijient  of  ftventy  men  to  the 
fort,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  had  orders 
to  make  the  road  more  pailaple^  md  &id 
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out  the  fords  of  the  rivers  •  Mean  while 
he  completed  his  town,  which  was  laid  out 
in  regular  ftreets,  with  a  convenient 
market-place,  and  fnpplied  it  witli  the 
rivrwater  ,  conveyed  through  an  artificial 
canal.  He  likewife  erefted  a  water  mil} 
to  grind  wheat,  as  his  people  were  not  yet 
accudonied  to  the  food  of  the  iiatives  ; 
^nd  provifions  beginning  to  fail^  he  de- 
termined to  fend  all  the  fup:^rfiuous  mouths 
to  Spain,  and  leave  uppon  the  ifland  na 
more  than  tliree  hundred  men,  which  he  dee 
med  a  number  fufiicient  to  keep  that  coun" 
try  'n  fuhjedtion  to  their  cath  hck  majefties 
This  ftephe  was  induced  to  take,  becauie  the 
climate  difagreed  with  many,  who  were  in 
9  fick  and  languifliing  condition :  as  for 

thofs 
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thofe  who  enjoyed  health,  and  were  not  ab- 
folutcly  necelTyry  in  the  town,  he  fent  them 
out  to  traverfe  tht;  ifland,  that  they  might 
reconnoitrre  the  ground^  accuflom  them- " 
felves  to  the  Indian  diet,  and  ftrlke  a  terror 
3ntothe  inhabitants :  they  were  command' 
ed  by  Hoieda,  who  had  ordtrs  to  mai  ch  in- 
to C  bao,  and  deliver  them  to  Peter  Mar- 
gar  :e,  who  flion^d  lead  t  iem  round  rlieif* 
Ian  while  he  (Hoitd^)  liiouia  command 
iht  iort  of  St.  Thomas. 

On  Wctlnefdav,  April  29th  they  depart- 
ed from  irabella,to  the  number  of  iour  hnn- 
dre  1  *,  and  having  cro/led  t  e  river  ^U  ]  <>ro,' 
appr'^hended  a  cpcique,  whom  tog-  th  r,  with 
his  brother,  Hoieda  fent  in  irons  to  tne 

Admiral 
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who  received  him  with  all  that  politcnefs 
fo  confpicuous  in  his  charader, 

Columbus  rcfolved  to  purfue  his  dif- 
coveriefi,  that  he  might  be  able  to  afcer- 
tain  whether  thofe  new  countries  with 
which  he  had  opened  a  communication 
were  connefled  with  an/  region  already 
known. 

During  a  tedious  voyage  of  full  five 
months,  he  had  a  trial  of  all  the  nume  - 
rous  hardfhips  to  which  perfons  of  his 
profeflion  are  expofed,  without  making 
any  difcovery  of  importance  except  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica,    As  he  ranged  along 
the  Southern  coaftof  Cuba,  he  was  en- 
tangled in  a  labyrinth,  formed  by  aa 
C  incredible 
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incredible  number  of  fmall  Iflands,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Queen's 
Gardens,  In  this  Unknown  cqurfe 
ampng  rocks  and  (helves,  he  was  retarded 
by  contrary  winds,  aflaulted  by  furious 
florms,  and  alarmed  with  tremendous 
thunder  and  lightening,  which  isalmoft 
incefiant  between  the  tropics.  At  iength 
his  provifions  fell  (hort  ;  his  crew,  cx* 
h^ufted  with  fatigue  as  well  as  hunger, 
murmured  and  threatened,  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  the  moft  defperate 
extremities  Sgainft  him.  Befet  with 
dangers  in  fuch  various  forms,  he  was 
©bligcd  to  keep  continual  watch,  to  ob- 
fervc  every  occurrence  with  his  own 
eyes,  to  IfTue  every  order,  and  to  fuper- 
iatchd  the  execution  of  it,    On  no  ©c- 

cafion 
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cafion  was  the  extent  of  his  (kill  and  ex* 
perience  as  a  navigator  fo  much  exerted. 
To  thefe  the  Squadron  owed  its  fafety, 
JBut  this  unremitted  fatigue  of  body, 
and  intenfe  application  of  mind,  oitx- 
powering  his  conftitution,  though  natu- 
rally (Irong  and  robufl,  brought  on  a 
feverifli  diforder  which  terminating  in  a 
lethargy,  deprived  him  of  fenfe  and  ir^e- 
xnory,  and  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  his 
life. 

On  his  return  to  Hlfpanlola,  hi  met 
with  his  brother  Bartholomew.  It  was 
now  thirteen  years  fince  the  two  b,rothers 
whom  fimilarity  of  talents  united  in  ciofe 
friendflnp,  had  feparated  from  each 
other.  Bartholomew  could  not  have 
C  2  arrived 
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arrived  at  any janfturc  vthen  Columbus 
ftood  more  in  need  of  a  friend,  capable 
€f  affi  fling  him  in  his  counfels,  or  of 
dividing  with  him  the  cares  infeparabie 
from  government  5  for  although  the 
provifion  now  brought  frum  Europe, 
afforded  a  temporarv  relief  from  the 
calamities  of  famine,  thefupply  was  not 
in  fuch  quantity  to  fupport  them  long, 
and  the  Ifland  had  not  hitherto  yielded 
a  fufficiency  for  their  fuflenance.  They 
were  now  threatened  with  another  dan- 
ger, flill  m^jre  formidable  than  the  re- 
turn of  fcarcity,  and  which  demanded 
more  immediate  atten  Ion. 

No  fooner  did  Columbus  leave  the 
Ifland  on  his  voyage  of  difcovery,  than 

the 
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the  foldlers  under  Margarita,  fcorned  all 
reftralnt.  Inftead  of  conforming  to  the 
prtident  inflructions  of  Columbus,  they 
treated  the  inofFenfive  natives  with  the 
utmoft  infolence  and  oppreffion. 

As  long  as  thd  natives  had  any  prof^' 
peft  that  their  fufferings  would  come  to 
a  period  by  the  voluntary  departure  of 
the  Spaniards,  they  fubmitted  in  filence 
and  diflcmbled  their  forrow,  but  they  now 
/bund  their  yoke  would  be  as  permanent 
as  it  was  intolerable  .  The  Spaniards 
had  built  a  town  and  furrounded  it  with 
ramparts  ;  :hey  bad  enclofed  and  fown 
feveral  fields.  It  was  therefore  that 
they  came  not  to  vifit  the  country,  but 
to  fettle  in  it.  Though  the  number  of 
C  3  the 
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the  Spaniards  was  but  incohfiderabfe, 
the  flare  of  cultivation  among  this  rude 
people  Was  fo  imp6rfe(5l,and  in  fuch  ex- 
aft  proportion  to  their  oWn  cofifuinpti^n 
that  it  was  with  difhculty  they  could  af« 
ford  fubfiftance  to  their  new  guefts,  A 
handful  of  maize,  on  a  little  of  the  infi- 
pid  bread  made  from  the  caffada  root, 
was  fufBclent  to  fupport  men,  whofe 
fpirits  were  not  ciihaufted  by  any  vigo- 
rous efforts,  either  of  body  or  mind* 
One  Spaniard  confumed  as  much  as  fe- 
veral  Indians.  This  keenefs  of  appe- 
tite furprifed  them  as  much,  and  ap« 
peared  to  them  as  infatiable,  that  they 
fuppofcd  the  Spaniards  had  left  ihck 
own  country  becaufe  it  did  not  afford 
them  fufficiient  nourifliment.   Self  pre- 

fcrvation 
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fervation  prompted  them  to  wifli  for  the 
departure  of  guefts  who  wafted  fo  fall: 
their  flcnder  ftock  of  provifions  ;  and 
the  injuries  they  fufFered  ad^cd  to  their 
impatien^:c  for  the  event. 

Inflamed  by  the  unprovoked  outrages 
of  the  Spaniards  they  waited  only  for  a 
lignal  from  their  leaders  to  fall  upon  the 
colony.  The  dread  of  this  impending 
danger  united  the  Spani^irflsj  and  rcr 
eftabli(l>ed  the  authority  of  Coluqibus^ 
It  was  now  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms,  the  employing  ofwhlch,  irgainft 
the  Indians*  Columbus  had  avoided 
with  the  utmoft  fol^citude.  Unequal 
as  thcconflift  may  appear,  between  the 
;t>aked  inhabitants  ot  the  new  W«rld, 
C  4  armed 
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armed  with  clubs  and  flicksjhardened  by 
fire,  wooden  fwords,  and  arrows  pointed 
tvith  bones  or  flints  ;  and  troops  ac- 
cuflomed  to  the  difcipline,  and  provided 
with  the  iilftruments  of  deftruftion, 
known  in  the  European  art  of  war,  the 
fituation  of  the  Spaniards  was  far  from 
feeing  exempt  from  danger.  The  vaft 
fuperiority  of  the  natives  in  number, 
compeniared  many  defefts ;  a  handful 
of  men  were  about  to  encounter  a  whole 
nation.  0ne  adverfe  event,  or  any  un- 
forefeen  delay  in  determining  the  fate  i>f 
the  war,  mightprove fatal  to  the  Spain- 
ards.  Confcious  that  his  fuccefs  depend* 
cd  on  the  vigor  and  rapidity  of  his  ope- 
irations,  Columbus  immediately  aflem- 
bled  his  forces.    They  were  reduced^ 

to 
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to  a  very  fmall  number,  Difeafes  con-' 
traded  from  the  warmth  and  humidity 
of  the  country,  or  occafioned  by  their 
own  Hcentioufnefs,  had  riiged  among 
them  with  deftru^^Xive  violence;  expe- 
rience had  not  yet  taught  them  the  art 
of  curingr  them,  or  the  precautions  ne- 
eeffary  for  avoiding  them.  Two  thirds 
of  the  original  adventurers  were  dead, 
and  many  who  furvived  were  incapable 
of  military  duty. 

The  body  that  took  the  field  conlifled 
only  of  two  hundred  foot,  twenty  horfe, 
and  as  many  large  dogs,  and  although 
it  may  fecm  flrange  to  mention  the  lad 
a<;  compofing  part  of  a  military  force, 
they  were  not  perhaps  the  lea  ft  formi- 

C  5  dable 
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dable  of  the  whole,  when  cnaployed  a- 
gainfl:  naked  and  timed  Indians.  The 
Indians,  inftead  of  attempting  to^  draw 
the  Spaniards  into  the  woodsand  moun- 
tains, were  fo  imprudent  as  to  place  them- 
iclves  in  the  Vega-Real,  the  mott  opea 
plain  in  the  country*  Columbus  did  not 
give  them  time  to  perceive  their  error, 
he  attacke<i  them  in  the  nigbti  and  ob- 
tained an  ealy  and  bloodlefs  vi«5tory.  The 
conllernation  with  which  the  Indians 
were  filled  by  the  noife  and  havock 
made  by  the  firearm$>  the  impetuous 
force  of  the  cavalry,  and  ilni^  fierce  oofet 
of  the  dogs,  was  fo  great,  lhacthey  fled 
without  attempting  refiftance,  and  re- 
linquiftied  all  thoughts  of  conttrnd^ng 
with  aggreflbrs  whom  laey  deemed  in- 
vincible. 

Columbus 
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Columbus  now  employed  fomc  months 
in  making  a  journey  through  thc  lfl^nd, 
and  in  fubje£ting  it  to  the  Spanifli  go- 
vernment. He  impofed  a  tribute  upon 
all  the  inhabitant's  above  the  age  of  four- 
teen. Each  perfon  who  lived  in  thofe 
dillrifts  where  the  gold  was  found,  was 
obliged  to  furniih  quarterly  as  much  gold 
duft  as  would  fill  a  hawk's  bell;  from 
thofe  who  lived  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  twenty  five  pounds  of  cotton 
were  demanded.  This  was  the  firft  re- 
gular taxation  of  the  Indians,  and  ferved 
as  a  precedent  for  exactions  ftill  mo^e 
intolerable.  Sufih  an  impofition  was 
very  contrary  to  the  maxims  which 
Columbus  had  hitherto  Inculcated  with 
refped  to  treating  them.  But  intrigues 
C  &  wer^ 
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were  now  carrying  on  in  the  court  of 
Spain,  in  order,  ifpoffibleto  undermine 
hrs  power  and  counteraft  his  operations, 
which  induced  him  to  alter  his  fyftem 
of  adminiftration.  Several  unfavorabfe 
accounts  of  his  condufl:>  as  well  as  of 
the  countries  he  had  difcovered,  had 
been  tranfmittcd  to  Spain,  Margarita  and 
Father  Boyl  were  now  at  court ;  and  in 
order  to  juftify  their  ownconduft,  or  to 
gratify  their  rcfentment,  watched  with 
malevolentatrention  forevery  opportu- 
nity of  propaga  ing  infinuations  to  his 
detriment.  The  courtiers  viewed  his 
growing  refpeftatjon  with  envious  eyes 
Fonfeca,  arch  deacon  of  Seville,  who 
was  the  chief  direilorof  Indian  affairs, 
had  conceived  fuch  an  unfavorable  opi- 
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irion  of  Columbus,  that  he  liflened  at-* 
tentively  to  every  inve£tlve  againfl:  him. 
It  was  difficult  for  an  unfriended  ftranger 
unpraftiled  in  courtly  arts,  t,o  counteraft 
the  machinations  of  fo  many  enemies. 
Columbus  faw  there  was  but  one  method 
of  fupportmg  his  own  credit,  and  filenc- 
ing  all  his  enemies.  He  muft  prodiice 
fuch  a  quantity  of  gold,  as  would  not 
only  juftify  what  he  had  reported,  with 
refpeft  to  the  richnefs  of  the  country, 
but  encourage  Ferdinand  and  IfabcUa 
to  pqrfevere  in  executing  his  plans. 
The  receipts  ofobtaining  it,  obliged  him, 
not  only  toimpofe  this  heavy  tax  upon 
the  Indians,  but  to  exact  the  payment  of 
of  it  with  extreme  rigour,  and  may  be 
pleaded  in  excufe  for  his  deviation  on 
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this  occafion  from  the  mildnefs  and  hu' 
manity  with  which  he  uniformly  treat- 
ed  that  nnhappy  people. " 

The  labour  and  attention  which  the 
Indians  were  obliged  to  employ  in  pro- 
curing the  tribute  demanded  of  them, 
appeared  the  moil  intolerable  of  all 
evils,  to  men  unaccuftbmed  to  induflry. 
They  therefore  formed  a  fcheme  of 
flarving  thofe  opprcflbrs  whom  they 
durft  not  attempt  to  expel :  with  this 
view  they  fufpended  all  the  operations 
of  agriculture,  and  retired  to  the  moll 
inaccelTable  part  of  the  mountains^ 
leaving  the  uncultivated  plains  to  their 
enemies  This  defperate  refolucion 
produced  in  fome  degree  the  effects 
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they  fcxpcftcd.  The  Spaniards  w^re 
reduced  to  extreme  want,  but  they  re- 
ceived fuch  leafonable  fuppUea  of  prd- 
vifions  from  EurojK  that  they  fuCfered 
no  great  lofs  of  nien»  The  wretched 
Indians  becariie  the  vlftims  of  their 
ill-concertcd  policy.  A  great  multi- 
tude of  people,  fhut  up  in  the  mountains 
or  wooded  part  of  the  country,  witkout 
any  food  but  the  fpontaheous  produftf- 
ens  of  the  earth,  foon  felt  the  utmoft 
diflrefies  of  famine  ;  this  brought  on 
contagious  difeafes,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  months,  more  than  a  third  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  periflied 
after  experiencing  mifery  hi  all  its  vari- 
ousforms. 


But 
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But  while  Columbus  was  eftablifliing 
the  foundations  of  the  Spanifli  Gran^ 
deur  in  the  New  WorUl,  his  enemies 
laboured  with  unwearied  affiduity  to 
deprive  him  of  the  glory  and  rewards, 
which  by  his  fervices  and  fufFerings  he 
was  entitled  to  enjoy.  The  hardfhips 
unavoidable  in  a  new  fettlement,  the  ca- 
lamities attending  an  unhealthy  climate, 
the  difafters  attending  a  long  voyage  in 
unknown  feas,  were  all  reprefented  as- 
theefFe£lsof  his  unbounded  ambition.. 
His  prudent  attention  to  preferve  dif- 
cipline  was  denominated  excefs  of  rigor ; 
the  puniflimcnts  which  he  inflifled  on 
the  mutinous  and  diforderly  wereimpu-  . 
ted  to  cruelty,  Thefe  accufationSL^ain- 
ed  fuch  credit  In  a  jealous  court,  that  a 
commiflioner 
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jcomrniilioner  was  nppointed  to  repair 
to  Hifpaniola,  to  infpe£t  into  the  con- 
duel  of  Columbus? 

By  the  recommendation  of  his  ene- 
mies, Agijado,  a  groom  of  the  bed* 
chamber,  was  the  perfon  to  vvliom  the 
charge  of  this  important  truft  was  com^ 
mitted.  But  in  this  choice  they  feem- 
ed  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  obfe- 
quious  attachment  of  the  man  to  their 
mterefl",  than  by  his  capacity  for  the  fta- 
tion.  Elated  by  this  fudden  clev^^tion, 
^  .  Aguado  difplayed  in  the  ervcrcife  of 
pf  this  office,  all  the  frivolous  felf  im- 
portance, and  afiled  vyith  all  the  diftin- 
guiihing  infolence  natural  to  low  minds, 
when  raifed  to  unexpcdted  dignity,  or 

employed 
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employed  In  fui^ftions  to  which  they 
are  not  equal.  As  Columbus  felt  fen- 
fibly  how  humiliating  his  (ituation  muft 
be,  if  he  (hould  remain  in  the  country 
while  fuch  a  partial  infpedlor  obferved 
his  motions,  and  controled  his  jutifdic- 
tion,  he  took  the  rcfolution  of  returning 
to  Spain,  iti  order  to  lay  a  full  account 
of  all  his  trahfadions,  particularly  v^ith 
refpc£i  to  the  points  indifpute  bet^^ceri 
him  and  his  adverfaries,  before  Ferdinand 
and  Ifabella,  from  whofe  juftice  and  dif-^ 
cernment,  he  «xpe£led  an  equal  and  ai 
favorable  decifion.  He  commmed  the 
ad  mini  ft  ration  of  affairs,  during  his 
abfence  to  his  brjrhcr  Bartholomew, 
with  the  title  of  Atalantado,  or  Lieu-^ 
tenant  Governor,  by  a  choice  lefs  for- 
tunate 


lunate,  and  wiiich  proved  the  fbarce 
of  many  calamities  to  the  colony,  he  ap- 
pointed Francis  R  olden  chief  jufticc, 
with  tFcry  fcxtcitfive  powers* 

In  returning  to  Europfe,  ColumHus 
held  a  courfe  different  to  that  which  he 
had  taken  in  his  former  voyage.  He 
fleered  almoft  due  eaft  from  Hifpaniola» 
in  the  parallel  of  twenty. two  degrees 
of  latitude,  as  experience  had  not  yet 
difcovcrcd  thfc  more  certain  and  expedi- 
tious methird  of  ftretching  to  ih4 
North>  in  order  to  fall  in  with  the  Sout-ff*- 
Weft  winds.  By  this  ill-advifcd  choice, 
Columbus  was  cxpofed  to  iniiniie  fa- 
tigue and  danger,  in  a  perpetual  flrug- 
gle  witji  the  trade  winds,  which  blow 

withoul 
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without  variation  from  the  Eaft  between 
the  tropics.  Notvvlthftandiug  the  almofl: 
infupperable  difficulties  of  fuch  a  naviga-. 
tion,  he  purfued  his  courfe  with  his 
ufual  perfeverance,  but  made  fo  little 
way,  that  he  was  three  months  without 
feeing  land.  At  length  his  provlfion 
failed,  and  the  crew  was  reduced  to  the 
fcanty  allowance  of  fix  ounces  of  bread 
a  day  for  each  perfon.  The  Admiral 
fared  no  better  than  the  meaneft  failoro 
But  even  in  this  extreme  diftrefs,  lie 
retained  the  hurnanity  which  dillin- 
guiflies  his  charafter,  and  refufed  to 
^comply  with  the  earneft  felicitation  of 
his  crew,  fomc  of  whom  propofed  to 
feed  upon  the  Indian  prifoners  whom 
;hey  were  carrying  over,  and  others  in- 
'  fifted 
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fifted  to  throw  th^m  over  board,  in  order 
to  kflen  the  confumption  of  their  fmall 
flock.  He  reprefeived  that  they  were 
human  feeings,  reduced  by  a  common 
calamity  to  the  fame  condition  with 
themfeivcs,  and  entitled  to  (hare  ai^ 
equal  fate.  His  authority  and  remon- 
firances  d  ffipated  thofe  lavage  ideas 
fuggcfted  by  defpair.  Nor  had  they 
lime  to  recur,  as  he  came  foon  within 
fight  of  the  coaft  of  Spain,  when  all 
their  tear  and  fufterings  ended, 

Columbus  appeared  at  o^urt  with  the 
tnodeft,  but  determined  confidence  of  a 
man  confc^ous,  not  only  of  bisifiiegrity, 
but  of  having  renJe*  ^reat  and  ufeful 
fen  ices.     Fe.din^.J     and  Ifabella, 

afnamed 
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^fhamed  of  having  lent  fo  favorable  an 
car  to  frivolous,  or  ill  founded  accufati- 
ens,  received  him  with  fuch  diftin- 
^uifhed  marks  of  refped,  as  (Covered 
liis  enemies  with  lliame.  The  gold, 
the  pearls,  the  cotton,  and  other  com- 
modities, which  Columbus  produced, 
feenied  fully  to  confute  what  the 
malecQntents  had  afferted  With  refpe^t 
to  the  poverty  of  the  country.  By 
reducing  the  Indians  to  obeSlencc,  and 
impofmg  a  tax  upon  them,  he  had  pro- 
cured to  Spain  a  large  acceffion  of 
new  fubjefts,  and  the  ellabli(hment  of  a 
revenue  which  promifed  to  be  confide* 
rable-  By  the  mines  which  he  had 
found  ;^nd  examined,  a  fource  of 
wealth,  ftiil  more  copious  was  opened. 

Great 
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Great  as  thofe  advantages  werc^ 
Columbus  reprefented  them  as  pre- 
ludes only  to  future  acquifitlons,  and 
as  the  earneftof  more  important  difco- 
veries,  which  he  ftill  meditated,  and 
to  which  thofe  he  had  already  made 
would  condudl  him  with  cafe  and  ccr- 
taiuty. 

The  attentive  confidcration  of  all 
thefe  clrcumftances  made  fuch  an  im- 
preflion,  not  only  upon  Ifabdla,  who 
was  flattered  with  the  idea  of  being 
patronefs  of  all  the  enterprifcs  of 
Columbus,  but  even  upon  Ferdinand, 
who  having  originally  cxprefFcd  the 
difapprobation  of  his  fchemcs,  was  ftill 
apt  to  doubt  of  their  fucceff,  that  they 

refglvcd 
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refolved  to  fupyly  the  colony  in  HiC- 
paniola  with  every  thing  that  could 
render  it  a  permanent  ecflablifhment,  and 
to  furnifli  Columbus  vvith  fuch  a  fleet, 
that  he  might  proceed  in  fearch  of  thofc 
ticw  countries,  of  whofe  exiftcnce  he 
feemed  to  be  confident. 

Dlfcovery  had  been  the  only  obje£t 
of  the  firft  voyage  to  the  new  world ;  and 
though  in  the  fecond  fettlement  had 
been  propofed,  the  precautions  taken  for 
that  purpofe  had  been  infufRcient,  or 
had  been  rendered  incffedtual  by  the 
mutinous  fpirit  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  unforefeen  difafters  arifmg  from  a 
variety  of  caufes.  A  plan  was  now  to 
be  formed,  which  might  ferve  as  a 

model 
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model  for  all  future  eftabliil^ments. 
The  precife  number  of  perfons  who 
fhould  be  permitted  to  embark  was  fixed. 
They  were  to  be  of  different  tanks ;  and 
tlie  proportion  of  each  was  eftablifhed 
according  to  their  utility  and  the  wants 
of  the  colony.  As  it  was  an  object  of 
the  firft  importance,  to  raife  provifions 
in  a  country,  where  a  fcarcity  had  oc-^ 
cafioned  fuch  complicated  diftrefs,  a 
conliderable  body  of  hulbandmen  wasto 
be  caried  over.  Columbus  forefaw 
that  few  would  voluntarily  engage  to 
fettle  in  a  country  whofe  climate  had 
be'en  fatal  tolo  many  of  their  country- 
men, propofed  to  tranfport  fuch  male- 
malefactors  as  had  been  convicted  of 
crimes,  Mhich,  though  capital,  were 
D  oi 
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of  a  lefs  atrocious  nature;  and  that  for 
the  future  a  certain  number  of  the 
offenders  ufually  fent  to  the  gallies, 
fliould  be  condemned  to  labour  in  the 
mines,  whiph  were  to  be  opened. 
This  advice,  given  withput  due  refle£ti« 
on,  vyas  as  inconsiderately  adopted. 
It  is  not  with  fuch  materials  that  the 
foundatioii  of  a  government,  deftined 
to  be  permanent  fhould  be  laid,  indullry 
patience,  and  fobriety  are  indifpenfab^y 
neceffary  in  forniing  an  infant  fettlement 
and  the  Spaniards  foon  experienced  the 
pernicious  confequences  arifing  from 
the  method  they  had  purfued. 

Though  Cplumbus  obtained  with, 
great  facility  and  difpatch,  the  royal 

approbation 
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apprcJbation  of  crerjr  meafare  and 
regulation  he  propofed,  his  endeavours 
to  carry  them  into  execution  were  fo 
long  retarded,  as  was  fufficient  to  havd 
cxhauftcd  the  patience  of  any  man  lefs 
acquainted  with  difappointment  than 
himfclf.  Thefe  delays  wereoccafioned 
by  that  tedious  formality  ^nd  fpiritof 
procraftination  pefculiar  to  the  Spainards 
in  conducing  bufinefs ;  aiid  partly  from 
the  impoveriflied  ftate  of  the  treafury ; 
but  the  caufe  mufl  be  chiefly  imputed 
to  the  malicious  arts  of  Columbus's 
enemies.  Aftonifhed  with  the  reception 
he  met  with  at  his  return  ;  they  gave 
way  for,  fome  time,  to  a  tide  of  favors 
tooilrong  for  them  to  oppofe.  That 
enmity  which  arifes  from  tnvy  is  gene- 

D  Z  rally 
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rally  of  the  moft  inveterate  kind  and 
feldom  remains  inaftive ;  they  accord- 
ingly refumed  their  operations,  and  by 
the  affiftance  of  Fonfeca,  the  minifter 
for  Indian  atFairs,  who  was  now  promo- 
ted to  the  Bifhopric  of  Bajados,  they 
threw  in  fo  many  obftacles  to  protraft 
the  preparations  for  the  voyage  of 
Columbus,  that  a  year  elapfed  before 
he  procured  two  ftiips,  to  carry  over 
part  of  the  ifupplies  deflined  for  the 
colony,  and  almoft  two  years  were  fpent 
before  thefmall  fquadron  was  equipped 
of  which  he  himfeif  was  to  take  the 
command. 

It  is  htghly  proper  in  this  place  to 
mention,  thatduring  this  fegond  voyage 

.of 
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of  Columbusi  Sebaffian  Cabot,  a  native 
of  Briftol,  and  foil  of  John  Cabot,  a 
Venetian,  was  employed  by  King 
Henry  the  Seventh  of  England  on  the 
difcovery  of  a  North  Weft  paflage  to 
India.  Having  proceeded  on  his  voyage 
he  firft  fell  In  with  Primaviftaor  New- 
foundland, and  foon  after  with  th6 

North  American  Contiiie*nt  Cabot 

of  courfeis  entitled  to  the  honor  due  to 
the  firft  difcovery  of  that  vaft  trad  of 
land,  although  Columbus  was  without 
doubt  the  original  dlfcoverer  of 
America  by  means  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  without  which  having  been  efFeded, 
it  is  very  probabk  that  Cabot  would 
acver  lyive  thought  of  his  fcheme. 


D  3  Columbus 


6z 


TIIE  SECOND  VOYAGE 


Columbus  however  had  the  good 
fortune  to  dlfcover  the  Southern  Con- 
tinent, on  the  firfl  of  Auguft,  I498« 

This  yaft  county  contains  in  the 
North,    Canada   and  Npva  Scotia, 

belonging  to  England  The  liniter 

ilates  originally  thirteen  in  number,  but 
now  encreafed  to  fifteen  and  with  rapid 
fleps  is  advancing  to  that  eminence 
amongft  nations,  as  cannot  fail  in  the 
courfe  of  another  century  to  give  it  all 
the  confequence  of  the  beft  peoplQ.d, 
and  it  now  poflefles  ofaC  of  the  beft 

regulated  governments  The  Spain- 

ards  pofTefs  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida, 
Louefina,  New  Mexico,  Calefernia, 
and  Mexico.    Befides  thefe  there  are 

iinmenfe 
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imnvcnfe  regions  to  the  Weft  and 
North,  the  ulmoft  bounds  of  which 
have  never  been  difcovered.  In  thofe 
countries  which  are  in  any  way  tolerably 
known,  dwell  the  Efqumant,  the  AI- 
gonquins,  the  Hurons,  the  Iroquois, 
the  Cherekees,  the  Chickafaws,  and 
many  other  tribes  of  Indians. 

In  the  Southern  Continent  lie  the 
Spaniih  provinces  of  Terra  Firma, 
Gueana,  Peru,  Paraguay,  and  Chili, 
-^together  with  that  of  Brazil  belong- 
ing to  the  Fonuguefe;  and  the  country 
of  Surinano  of  which  the  Dutch  arc 
Proprietors.  Vaft  trafts  in  the  inland 
parts  ftill  remain  unknown,  and  which 
are  comprehended  under  the  general 

name 
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name  of  Amozonia,  Patagonia,  by  feme 
reported  as  the  refidence  of  a  gigantic 
race  of  men,  lies  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  this 
Continent  betweenihe  ilrait of  Magel- 
lan and  the  province  of  Paraguay, 

This  prodigious  country  produces 
moft  of  the  metals,  minerals,  plants, 
fruits,  trees,  &c.  to  be  met  with  in 
Other  parts  of  the  world,  and  many  of 
Jnen!  in  greater  quantity  and  higher 
^€rfe(?>tion.  The  Gold  and  Silver  of 
x^iucrica  have  fupplied  Europe  wTtii 
h  Immenfe  quantities  of  ihofe  valua- 
L^U:  metals  that  they  have  become  vafily 
tr. ore  common  ;  fo  that  the  Gold  and 
Silver  of  Euiopc,  now  bears  little  pro« 

portion 
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portion  to  the  high  price  fet  upon  them 
before  the  difcovery  of  America. 

It  produces  alfo  diamonds,  pearls, 
emeralds,  amethyfts,  and  other  valuable 
ftones,  which  by  being  brought  to 
Europe,  hare  contributed  likewife  to 
reduce  their  value.  Tothefe,  which 
are  chiefly  the  produftion  of  Spanifh 
America,  n*ay  be  added  a  great  number 
of  other  commodities,  which  though  of 
lefs  price,  are  of  much  greater  ufe,  of 
thefe  are  the  plentiful  fupplies  of  cochi- 
neal, indigo,  anatto,  logwood,  Brazil, 
fuftic,  pemento,  lignum  vitae,  ginger, 
cocoa,  fugar,  cotton,  tobacco,  bamboes, 
red- wood,  the  balfams  of  Tolu,  Peru, 
and  Chili,  that  valuable  article  in  me- 
dicine the  jefuits  bark,  Mechoacan  faf- 

fafraSj 
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fafras,  farfaparella,  caffica  tamarinds, 
furs,  ambergrifc,  and  an  itifinity  of  other 
articles,  to  which,  before  the  difcovery 
of  America,  we  we:  e  either  entire  ftran- 
gera,  or  obliged  to  buy  at  very  extrava- 
gant prices  from  Afia  and  Africa  thro' 
the  medium  of  the  Venetians,  and  Ge- 
neoafe,  who  then  engroffed  nearly  the 
whole  trade  of  the  Eaflcrn  world. 

The  fruits  of  America  are  great  im 

variety,  and  excellent  in  quality,  parti- 
c'jl'ii  ly  the  fine  Apple,  Orange,  &c.  &c» 
HI}  1  the  culinary  and  medicinal  plants 
iiC  found  in  thegreateft  abundance. 

Although  the  Indians  ftill  live  in 
Hu   uniuten  upted  poUbffion  of  large 
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trafts  of  land,  America  fo  far  as  it  Is 
known  is  chiefly  claimed  hy  three  Eu- 
ropean nations,  Spaniards,  Englifli,  an4 
Portuguefe,  The  Spaniards  have  the 
largell  and  richeft  portion,  extending 
from  Mexico  and  Louiscafia,  in  North 
America  to  the  flraits  of  lVIao:oreIIan  in 
the  Soutli,  Brazil  belonging  to  Portu- 
gal excepted,  for  although  the  French 
and  Dutch  have  fome  ftviall  ])o(reflions 
in  Surinxur  and  Gi'iiana,  they  fcarcely 
deferve  to  be  confidered  as  proprietors  of 
ajiy  part  of  the  Southern  Continent. 

Next  to  Spain  the  mod;  confiderable 
proprietor  of  America  pi evious  to  the 
great  revolution  in  the  col  .  nics,  was 
E»gland,  that  event  cloluig  with  the 

entire 
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entire  independence  of  Englilh  Ame- 
rican territory,  have  left  only  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,  the  moft  inconsidera- 
ble part  of  its  former  poffeflions  under 
the  Brltifli  government.  But  to  give 
our  youthful  reader  a  juft  idea  of  the 
prodigious  lofs  to  this  country  of  the 
flates  beforementioned,  and  to  fiievv  the 
magnitude  of  the  Britilh  poflelTiona 
previous  to  that  period  we  fliall  obferve 
that  to  the  Northward  our  claims  went 
to  the  pole  itfelf,  extending  Southward, 
the  territory  reached  Cape  Florida,  a 
diftance  of  four  thoufand  miles  in  a 
direct  line,  and  from  the  Eaft  to  the 
Weft  to  the  boundary  line,  may  Recom- 
puted as  two  ihoufjivi  and  five  milSs«- 
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cflabliftment  of  the  united  flates  of 
America,  of  which  it  is  meant  in  this 
place  to  give  an  abrtra6^ed  account,  was 
in  the  firfl  inftance  owing  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  llamp  aft  in  America  in 
1 764,  the  reafon  given  by  the  govern- 
ment at  home  for  this  aft  fo  exceeding* 
ly  obnoxious  to  the  Americans,  was, 
that  a  fum  might  be  raifed  fufficient  for 
the  defence  of  the  colonies  againl!: 
SI  foreign  enemy,  but  this  pretence  wai^ 
fp  far  from  giving  any  fatisfadion  to  the 
Americans,  that  it  excited  their  indig- 
nation to  the  utmoft  degree.  They 
not  only  afiertcd  that  they  were  abun- 
dantly able  to  defend  themfelves,  but 
denied  that  the  Britifli  parliament  had 
any  right  to  tax  them  at  all. 

E  The 
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The  flamps  fentout  nofooner  arrived 
at  Bo  lion  but  they  were  feized  and  burnt 
by  the  populace,  and  thofe  who  were 
-  appointed  to  receive  the  duties  arifing 
therefronii  compelled  to  relign  their 
offices^ 

Thbugt  thefe  outrages  were  commit- 
ted by  the  common  people,  it  was  fup- 
pofedthat  they  were  connived  at  by  thofc 
of  fuperiorrank,  and  the  doiStrine,  that 
Britain  had  no  right  whatever  to  tax 
the  colonies  without  their  own  confent 
became  generally  and  openly  avowed. 

It  was  n'ow  found  nbfolutely  neceflary 
either  fo yield  to  the  Americans,, or  en- 
force th«m  by  arms,  the  former  had  dif- 
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fured  Iffelf  univerfally  throughout  th^ 
colonic?.  Virginia  firit  fet  the  example, 
which  was  immediately  followed  by 
all  the  othefSt 

The  miniftef  of  England  now  thought 
proper  to  lepeal  the  ftarfip  2ft,  to  thd 
great  joy  of  the  Americans  and  general 
fatistactionof  the  Englifli. 

The  minlftfrrswere  now  confclousthirt 
in  repealing  this  obnoxious  flatute  they 
yielded  to  the  Americans,  and  therefore 
to  fupport.  as  they  thought,  the  dignity 
of  Great  Britain,  it  was  jud.eed  proper 
to  pubiifh  adeclaratory  bill,  fetting  forth 
the  authority  of  the  mother  country  over* 
her  colonics,  and  her  power  to  bind  them 
E  ;^  hy 
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by  kws  and  ftatutes  in  all  cafes  what- 
ever. 

The  Americans  by  this  meafure  be- 
came again  incenfed  againft  Englajad, 
and  it  was  not  long  befoire  they  manifeft- 
ed  a  fpirit  of  abfolute  independance^ 
and  that  inftead  of  being  controuled  by 

the  Britidi  parliament  in  all  cafes,  they 
would  not  be  controuled  by  it  in  the  moft 
trivial  affairs. 

Mr.  Charles  Townfend  having  de- 
clared in  parliament  that  he  would  find 
^  way  of  taxing  the  Americans  without 
giving  them  offence,  was  now  called 
upon  to  propofe  his  plan — This  was  by 
laying  a  duty  upon  tea,  paper,  painters 
colours,  and  glafs,  imported  into  Amc- 
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l-ica — The  bill  for  thefe  new  taxes  ivas 
quickly  paJTed  and  feiit  to  America  in 
1768. 

A  ferment  much  greater  than  that 
fcaufed  by  the  ftamp  act  now  took  placfe 
throughout  all  the  colonies,  continual 
difputes  enfued  between  the  governors 
and  general  affemblies* 

Matters  now  haftened  to  a  crifis,  a  (hip 
belon Sling  to  a  capital  trader  had  beeii 
fei^ed  at  Bofton,  in  confequence  of  his 
having  neglected  fome  of  the  new  regu- 
lations, and  being  taken  underthe  protcc« 
lion  of  a  man  of  war,  the  populace  ^t* 
tacked  the  houfes  of  the  commlflioners 
of  excife,  broke  their  windows,  and  com- 
n^itted  other  outrages. 

E  3  While 
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While  tjie  difpofition  of  the  Bofto- 
n'lans  flood  thus,  a  number  of  troopi 
were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to 
Bofton  to  over-awe  the  inhabitants— 
Soth  houfes  of  parliament  addrcffed  the 
kinga^ainft  America,  and  recommended 
ligorous  meafures  for  reducing  them  to 
obedienccf  The  Americans  however 
continued  firm  in  the  ideas  they  had 
adopted^, 

The  military  having  arrived,  for 
feme  time  quieted  the  difturbances,  but 
on  tht  jth  of  March  1 770,  a  fcuffle  hap- 
pened between  fome  foldiers  and  a  party 
of  the  town  people,  a  violent  tumult 
enfued,  during  which  the  foldiers  fired 
p.mong  the  people^  killing  and  wounding 
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feveral  of  them.  The  whole  province 
immediately  rofe  inarms,  and  the  foldiers 
were  obliged  to  retire  into  fort  William 
to  pre>^ent  their  being  cut  in  pieces. 

The  Britlfh  mlniftry  now  repealed  all 
the  duties,  that  on  tea  excepted — —The 
Americans  confidering  it  as  an  inlet  to 
others,  oppofcd  it  with  the  fame  vio* 
knee  as  they  bad  done  all  the  reft. 

The  affembly  of  MalTachufets  Bay,^ 
now  in  the  moft  formal  manner  denied 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britilh  legiflature^ 
apd  fent  copies  of  their  tranfactions  to 
every  town  in  that  colony. 

Matters  at  this  time  were  ripe  for  the 
utmoft  extremities  on  the  part  of  the 
E  4    ^  Arnericins 
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American?  \rhvn  three  (hips  laden  vvkh 
tea  had  arrived j^t  Bofton  notvVithrtanding 
the  non-importanon  agreeiiient.  The 
people  determined  that  the  tea  (hould 
not  be  landed,  they  obliged  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  configned  to  give  up  their 
confignment,  and  the  following  even* 
ing  a  number  of  people  drefled  like 
Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the  fliips  and 
threw  into  the  fea  their  whole  cargos 
confining  of  342  chells  of  tea,  after 
which  they  retired  without  making  any 
further  difturbance.  This  event  took 
place  in  1773,  and  was  the  immediate 
prelude  to  the  difafters  attending  civil 
difcord. 

The  parliament  of  Britain  no  fooner 
heard  of  the  outrage,  than  they  paffed  a 
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Sill  to  fliut  up  the  port  of  Boflon,  and  alfo 
another  that  any  mhabiiant  of  the  colony^ 
might  for  any  offence  committed  there* 
in,  be  fent  to  England,  at  the  dittancc 
ot  three  thoufand  miles  for  trial. 

No  fooner  were  thefe  laws  made 
known  in  America,  th^in  they  cemented 
the  union  of  the  colonies  beyond  any  pof- 
fibility  of  difTolving  it.  They  entered 
into  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  to 
break  off  all  connexion  with  Britain  aft^f 
the  month  of  Auguft  next  enfuing,  un- 
til the  obnoxious  a£ts  were  repealed. 

A  congrefs,  the  delegates  of  whom 
it  were  to  be  com  poled,  were  chofeoi 
from  the  reprefentatives  of  each  pre* 
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vhice,  and  firft  met  at  Philidelphla  in 
1774.  Their  filft  a6l  was  an  exhorta- 
tion to  the  people  to  conthiue  on  the 
fame  fplrit  with  whijeh  they  had  begun* 

General  Gage  now  thought  proper  to 
fortify  Bofton  next,  and  alfoto  feize  the 
military  ftores  belonging  to  the  province* 

The  Americans  began  to  make  pre- 
parations for  war,  every  one  faw  that 
the  enfuing  fpring  was  to  be  the  feafofi 
for  commencing  hoftiiities,  they  feized 
the  military  fl ores  belonging  to -govern- 
ment at  Newport,  in  Rhode  Illand, 
and  other  places. 
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On  the  25th  of  February,  1775, 
General  Gage  having  received  informa- 
tion that  a  number  of  field  pieces  had 
been  brought  to  Salem,  difpatched  a 
party  to  feize  them,  but  vveue  prevented 
by  the  people,  and  returned  without  ful- 
filling their  orders. 

The  Generars  next  attempt  was  at- 
tended with  ferious  confequences.  He 
fent  a  detachment  to  deftroy  a  quantity 
of  military  flores  at  Concord,  and  as 
was  jfeported,  to  feize  on  the  perfons  of 
John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams, 
Efquircs,  the  leading  men  of  the  con- 
grefs  ;  about  five  in  the  morning  they 
reached  Lexington,  fifteen  miles  from 
Bofton,  where  the  militia  of  the  pkce 
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were  exercifing,  the  Britifli  fired  and 
killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the  mili- 
f  ia.  The  detachment  then  proceeded  to 
Concord,  where  having  deftroyed  the 
Horcs  were  attacked  by  the  Americans, 
and  afcuffleenfued  in  which  feveral  fell 
on  both  fides.  The  Britifli  in  this  affair 
loft  two  hundred  and  fifty  kilied,  and 
the  Americans  about  fixty,  this  aftion 
took  place  on  the  19th  of  April  177 5-. 

This  engagement  raifed  the  fpirits  of 
the  Americans,  and  they  meditated  no- 
thing fliort  isf  the  «xpulfion  of  the 
Britilh  troops  from  Bofton.  An  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  were  affembled 
under  General  Putnam,  which  blocked 
up  General  Gage  m  Boilon» 

Nothing 
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Nothing  decifive  however  happened 
till  the  17th  of  June*    In  the  neigh*' 
bourbood  of  Char leftown,  a  place  oti  the 
northern  Ihoreof  thepeninfula  on  which 
Bofton  ftands^  is  an  high  ground  called 
Bunker* s  Hill^  which  Overlooks  and  com- 
mands the  whole  town  of  Bofton — lix 
the  night  of  the  i6ih   the  provincials 
took  poffeflion  of  this  place^  and  worked 
with  fuch  indefatigable  diligence,  that 
to  the  aftonifhment  oi  their  enemies, 
they  had  before  day  light  almoft  com-' 
plcted  a  redoubt  with  a  ftrong  entrench- 
ment reaching  half  a  mile  eaftwatd  srs 
fiix  as  the  river  My  flic- ■  "A  confider- 
able  body  of  troops  under  the  oommand 
of  Generals  Howe  and  Pigot  was  landed 
at  the  foot  of  Bunker's  Hill.  The 

American* 
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Americans  having  the  advantage  of  the 
ground  poured  dovyn  fuch  inceffant  vol- 
leys  as  threatened  the  whole  force  with 
deftruftlon,  and  General  Howe  was  for 
a  little  time  left  almoft  alone,  all  his 
officers  being  killed  or  wounded.  The 
provincials  in  the  mean  lime  had  takeu 
pofiellion  of  Charleflovvn,  fo  that  Gene- 
ral Pigot  was  over- matched  and  his 
troops  tlirown  into  diforder.  The  Bri- 
ti(h  troops  fet  fire  to  Charleflovvn  which 
obliged  the  provincials  to  quit  thatfliel- 
ter.  The  lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide 
amounted  to  1 150  men,  among  w.hom 
were  niivety  officers  killed,  and  feventy 
?^vpunded,  the  lofs  of  the  Americans  did 
not  exceed  500, 


The 


OF  COLUMBUS. 


8? 


■  In  this  engagement  the  Britifli  troops 
claimed  the  viftory,  and  the  Americans, 
boafted  the  real  advantages  were  on  their 
fide,  which  was  in  fa^l  the  cafe,  the 
Eritifli  being  fo  much  reduced  that  they 
dare  not  'wenture  out  of  their  eatrench- 
mentg. 

Colonels  Eafton  and  Ethan  Allen, 
foon  after  took  the  forts  of  Crown -Point 
and  Ticonderaga,  where  two  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  befides  mortars  and  a 
large  quantity  of  military  ftores  fell  ia« 
to  their  hands* 

The  Britiih  miniftry  now  tried  to 
engage  the  Indians  in  their  caufe  who 
refufed  to  interfere. 
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Thefucc  cfs  which  had  hitherto  at- 
tended the  Ameticans  in  all  their  mea-* 
fares  emboldened  them  to  attempt  tht 
concjueft  of  Cahi  Ja,  and  three  thoufand 
men  under  the  command  of  Generals 
Montgdmeiy  and  Schuyler,  who  defeated 
General  Carltcm  and  took  fort  St.  John's. 

General  Motitgodiery  next  took  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  the  Britifli  Hiipping 
from  paffing  down  the  river  from  Mon- 
treal to  Quebec,  thishfedid  fo  eifedually 
that  the  whole  were  taken.  The  town 
of  Montreal  alfo  was  obliged  to  furrert* 
der  at  dilcretiori,  and  General  Carleton 
efFedled  his  efcape  in  an  open  boat  under 
the  favor  of  a  dark  night. 
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The  American  forces  having  reached 
Quebec  in  November,  1775,  General 
Montgomery  on  the  lafV  day  of  that  yeair 
refoked  to  attempt  to  fiirprize  it,  but 
the  fignal  being  given  too  fboh,  their 
hopes  were  defeated,  General  Montgo- 
mery having  forced  the  firft  barrier  vvai 
killed  by  a  grape  (hot  ;  in  ih6  mead 
time  Colonel  Arrold  forced  another  of 
the  barriers  was  wounded  and  obliged  td 
withdraw  ;  a  third  barrier  was  afterwards  x 
forced,  a  ^efperate  engagement  now  took 
place,  in  which  the  provincials  wer^ 
overpowered  aud  obliged  to  furrendcr. 

Bofton  after  a  fevere  cannonade  from 
the  Americans,  was  evacuated,  the  gar- 
rifon  taking  with  them  two  thoufand  of 

the 
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the  inhabitants  who  durft  not  ftay  on  ac- 
count of  their  attachment  to  the  Britifli 
jcaufcp 

The  congrefs  now  declared  the  ftates 
,of  America  free  and  independent,  this 
celebrated  declaration  was  publifhed  on 
the  fourth  ofjuly,  1776. 

A  fquadron  whofe  object  was  the  re- 
duftion  of  Charleftown  was  fitted  out 
in  December,  1775,  itt>m  fome  un* 
toward  caufc,  -did  not  reach  Its  place  of 
deftination  till  May,  1776,  thus  the 
Americans,  noted  for  their  alertnefs  in 
raifing  fortifications,  had  time  enough 
fco  ftrengthen  thofc  of  Charleflown— 
The  Britifli  refglved  to  attack  a. fort  on 
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Sullivan  Ifland,  however  fo  many  delays 
happened  that  it  was  the  28th  of  Jun^ 
before  matters  were  ready  for  the  at«- 
tack.  The  fight  began  furioufly,  but 
the  red  hot  balls  fired  from  the  Ameri- 
cans, fired  the  veflels,  particularly  the 
Eriftol,  which  was  twice  in  flames  and 
not  a  man  on  the  quarter  [deck  except 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  efcaped  with  his  life 
without  a  wouiid. 

General  Le« having  imprudently  tak- 
en lip  his  lodgings  gt  fome  Alliance  from 
his  troops,  information  was  given  to 
Colonel  Harcourt  \ happened  to  be 
at  that  time  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
Lee  was  made  prifoner.  Six  field  offi- 
cers were  offered  in  exchange  for  hiisi, 
but  refufed. 

In 
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In  June  1777,  General  Burgoine  Was 
joined  by  a cohfiderable  body  of  Indians 
and  took  Ticonderoga  and  defeated  the 
American^  by  land  ahd  by  water  ■ 
The  fort^  Ann  and  Edward  were  fooft 
after  taken  and  the  Americans  retired  to 
Saratago* 

General  feurgoine  in  the  mean  timi? 
ivas  fadly  diftrcfled  tor  provifions,  the 
Indians  deferted  hitii.  The  Americans 
under  General  Gates  attacked  and  de- 
feated the  royal  army  and  killed  General 
iFrafer,  and  the  whole  army  are  obliged 
|o  furrendef  prifu\.^rsof  wari 

France  upon  hearing  of  Burgoincs 
difcat  df^cUred  for  the  Americans,  and 

fcnt 


fcnt  a  fleet  tp  their  afliftance,  Spaii^ 
foonafterjoint  d  the  confederacy,  and  pre- 
fently  the  Dutch— Lord  Co.nwalli$ 
with  his  whole  army  on  the  19th  of 
Oftober  furrendered  themfelves  prifon- 
ers  of  war  on  capitulation  to  the  com- 
bined armies  of  America  and  France 
under  the  command  of  Genera^ 
Waftiington.  Lord  Cornwallis  made  a 
defence  fuitable  to  his  charadcr  he  had 
before  acquired  for  courage  and  military 
fkill,  but  was  compelled  to  fubmit  tQ 
untoward  circumftances  and  fuperio? 
numbers. 

Peace  n,ow  became  she  objeft  of 
Britain,  and  the  parliament  of  England 
having  acknowleged  the  independence 

of 
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of  the  Afnerican  ftates,  peace  w^s  fign^d 
at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  November,  by 
the  commlffioiiers  of'  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  the  American  commif* 
onerst 

J 


End  of  the  Second  Vayage* 


